
 SIGDALSLAG SAGA                                                       VOLUME 32, ISSUE 3

 PAGE 1

Serving Norwegian-Americans of Sigdal, Eggedal and Krødsherad ancestry
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Fra Presidenten, 

This has been an exciting year for Sigdalslag.  ”Christmas in July”, our Stevne, held 
from July 18-22 at the Olympia Resort and Conference Center in Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin, was a great success with interesting programming and a really nice facility 
and resort area.  To quote a line found in old minutes of Norwegian events, “A good 
time was had by all”.

The 2013 Stevne will be held in St. Cloud, MN from July 11-13.  It already looks like a 
program with some new features and interesting sessions!  Refer to the website 
7lagstevne.com for more information, classes, site, etc.  Our website will contain 
additional information in the future.

The Norway trip from August 31-September 10 exceeded our expectations. The 23 
attendees felt privileged to become a cohesive group that had great fun together.  For 
many of us the highlight was the time that we spent in Sigdal.   Personally, Lila Harp 
from the group and I found that we were fourth cousins and had the joy of meeting 
another fourth cousin, Eva Rolfsrud, from Sigdal; we all had coffee at Omlisetra where 
our mutual three great grandparents had grown up.  This was a cottage that had been 
restored into a vacation cabin.  We were told that the structure, log walls, kitchen 
cupboard and bunk bed likely were from the time of our great grandparents. Without 
the assistance of our Norway arranger and guide, Sigrid Kvisle, and our genealogist, 
Garth Ulrich, this would never have happened for the three of us.

We are so grateful to Sigrid Kvisle and all of the many people who helped to make our 
time in Sigdal and Krødsherad so very special.  The hospitality was unsurpassed and 
the food was wonderful!  We had moose, called Elg in Norwegian, on a number of 
occasions always accompanied by lingonberries and boiled potatoes.  They had a 
whole variety of lefses, called kling. Waffler was very commonly served with sour 
cream and jam for coffee and dessert.  

There was one sad note.  Beverly Emert brought both son Dan and grandson Connor 
with on the trip to Norway and it was great to see three generations.  Bev was such an 
enthusiastic addition to our group on her first trip out of continental North America.  
She anticipated returning to Norway in the future.   We returned on September 10 and 
Bev died suddenly on the 16th.  Our hearts go out to Dan, Connor and their families.  

We have two new positions of service and leadership to the lag: Jean Flaten 
Borgerding has accepted the position of Editor and Daniel Flatin has accepted the 
webmaster position.  Yes, they really are distant cousins dating to the Flatin farm in 
Eggedal!  We are delighted to have them working with us and express our sincere 
thanks to our previous Editor, Scott Brunner and previous Webmaster, Ed Espe.  They 
have devoted many years to the newsletter and website and we can well be very 
proud that both are products of our lag.

Hilsen,

 Jean
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In	
  Memory...

Beverly	
  Ann	
  Emert

Pendleton	
  –	
  Beverly	
  Ann	
  Emert,	
  beloved	
  mother	
  
and	
  grandmother,	
  70,	
  of	
  Pendleton	
  died	
  Sunday,	
  
September	
   16th	
   2012	
   at	
   her	
   home.	
   Memorial	
  
service	
  will 	
  be	
  held	
  on	
  October	
  20th	
  at	
  1:00pm	
  at	
  
the	
   First	
   Christian	
   Church,	
   215	
   N.	
   Main	
   St.	
  
Pendleton,	
   Oregon	
   97801.	
   Beverly	
   was	
   born	
  
September	
   20th	
   1941	
   in	
   Cherokee,	
   Iowa 	
   to	
  
Edward	
   and	
   Lois 	
   Mae	
   Nelson.	
   She	
   graduated	
  
from	
   Larrabee	
   High	
   School 	
   and	
   received	
   a	
  
bachelor’s	
  degree	
  from	
  Western	
  States 	
  Teacher’s	
  
College 	
  in	
  Colorado.	
  She	
  married	
  Phillip	
  Emert	
  in	
  
1966	
   at	
   the 	
  United	
  Methodist	
   Church	
  in	
  Salem.	
  
She	
  taught	
  at	
  Athena-­‐Weston	
  Elementary	
  and	
  at	
  
Washington	
   Elementary	
   School	
   in	
   Pendleton	
  
until	
  retirement.
Some	
   of	
   Beverly’s 	
   hobbies 	
   included	
   painting,	
  
taking	
  care	
  of	
  her	
  many	
  birds,	
  and	
  genealogy,	
  as	
  
well 	
  as 	
  singing	
  with	
  Sisters 	
  in 	
  Song	
  and	
  spending	
  
time	
  with	
  her	
   family.	
   She	
  recently	
   had	
  returned	
  
home	
   from	
   completing	
   a 	
   lifelong	
   dream	
   of	
  
traveling	
   to	
   Norway	
   to	
   find	
   her	
   family	
  
homestead.

Beverly	
   is 	
  survived	
   by	
   her	
   children,	
   Daniel 	
  and	
  
Lorie	
   Emert	
   of	
   Pendleton,	
   Andrew	
   Emert	
   and	
  
Sola 	
   Whitehead	
   of	
   Portland	
   and	
   John	
   and	
  
Rebecca 	
  Emert-­‐Mills 	
  from	
  Stanfield.	
   She 	
  is 	
  also	
  
survived	
  by	
  her	
  4	
  beloved	
  grandchildren,	
  Connor	
  
and	
  Mason	
   Emert	
   of	
   Pendleton	
   and	
  Alexander	
  
and	
  Samuel 	
  Emert	
   from	
  Portland.	
   She	
  also	
  had	
  
just	
  become	
  a	
  surrogate	
  grandmother	
  to	
  Geneva	
  
and	
  Olivia 	
  Mills	
  from	
  Stanfield	
  for	
  which	
  she	
  was	
  
extremely	
   excited!	
   She	
   is 	
   also	
   survived	
   by	
   her	
  
mother	
  Lois 	
  Mae	
  Nelson,	
  brothers,	
  Jim	
  and	
  Gary	
  
Nelson,	
   and	
   sisters,	
   	
   Marjie 	
  Gauthier	
   and	
  Gail	
  
VanScoyk	
  of	
  Iowa.	
  
She	
  was	
  preceded	
  in	
  death	
  by	
  her	
  father	
  Edward	
  
and	
  her	
  husband	
  Phillip.
Memorial 	
   contributions 	
   may	
   be	
   made	
   to	
   the	
  
Blue 	
  Mountain	
  Wildlife	
  Rescue	
  Center	
   and	
  Blue	
  
Mountain	
   Genealogical 	
   Society,	
   also	
   Good	
  
Samaritan	
  Ministries.	
  Pendleton	
  Pioneer	
  Chapel,	
  
Folsom-­‐Bishop	
  is	
  in	
  charge	
  of	
  arrangements.

Member	
  News....
Please	
  share	
  with	
  us	
  your	
  families	
  news	
  of	
  marriages,	
  graduations,	
  long	
  
term	
  anniversaries,	
  significant	
  milestones,	
  and	
  the	
  passing	
  of	
  loved	
  ones.

Dan	
  ,	
  Connor	
  and	
  Beverly	
  Emert	
  dining	
  in	
  
Undredal

REMINDERS:
Family	
  stories	
  are	
  still	
  being	
  accepted	
  for	
  
the	
  Sigdalslag	
  book.	
  If	
  your	
  family	
  or	
  parts	
  
of	
  the	
  family	
  have	
  never	
  been	
  included,	
  
please	
  prepare	
  them	
  and	
  send	
  to	
  
brunner315@yahoo.com	
  .

mailto:brunner315@yahoo.com
mailto:brunner315@yahoo.com
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PRESS	
  RELEASE:
	
  

KOMM	
  HJEM	
  TIL	
  NORWAY	
  HOUSE
	
  
Imagine	
  a	
  place	
  in	
  Minnesota	
  where	
  all	
  
things	
  Norwegian	
  are	
  located,	
  embraced	
  and	
  
cultivated.	
  	
  That	
  dream	
  began	
  to	
  materialize	
  
in	
  2004	
  when	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inspired	
  Norwegian-­‐
Americans	
  perceived	
  such	
  a	
  need	
  and	
  
founded	
  Norway	
  House	
  with	
  a	
  mission	
  to	
  
partner	
  with	
  individuals,	
  other	
  organizations,	
  
and	
  businesses	
  in	
  the	
  Norwegian	
  American	
  
community.	
  	
  Norway	
  House	
  would	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  
convener	
  calling	
  others	
  together	
  for	
  a	
  
common	
  goal,	
  as	
  a	
  collaborator	
  helping	
  
others	
  achieve	
  success,	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  platform,	
  a	
  
multi-­‐purpose	
  building	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  
conduct	
  Norwegian-­‐American	
  activities.
	
  
Since	
  its	
  inception,	
  Norway	
  House	
  has	
  been	
  a 	
  
bridge	
  between	
  Norway	
  and	
  the	
  United	
  
States	
  through	
  programs	
  that	
  preserve	
  and	
  
promote	
  an	
  appreciation	
  and	
  understanding	
  
of	
  the	
  Norwegian-­‐American	
  experience	
  and	
  
its	
  relationship	
  to	
  modern	
  Norway:	
  	
  Norway	
  
House	
  Minnesota	
  Peace	
  Initiative	
  is	
  a	
  
program	
  that	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  global	
  facilitator	
  for	
  
dialogue	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  a	
  road	
  map	
  for	
  
peace	
  in	
  the	
  21st	
  century	
  and	
  features	
  
prominent	
  speakers	
  working	
  for	
  world	
  
peace;	
  	
  Edvard	
  Grieg	
  Society	
  promotes	
  the	
  
music	
  of	
  Edvard	
  Grieg	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  other	
  Nordic	
  
composers	
  by	
  presenting	
  concerts	
  featuring	
  
international	
  and	
  local	
  artists;	
  	
  Midsommer	
  
Celebration	
  is	
  an	
  annual	
  tradition	
  celebrating	
  
the	
  “Going	
  Viking”	
  spirit	
  by	
  honoring	
  
individuals	
  of	
  Norwegian	
  heritage	
  who	
  have	
  
distinguished	
  themselves	
  by	
  their	
  service	
  to	
  
others.
	
  
Now	
  a	
  Norway	
  House	
  center	
  will	
  be	
  built,	
  
and	
  where	
  better	
  to	
  locate	
  than	
  next	
  door	
  to	
  
Den	
  Norske	
  Lutherske	
  Mindekirke	
  –	
  known	
  
as	
  Mindekirken,	
  which	
  for	
  90	
  years	
  has	
  
served	
  as	
  a	
  spiritual	
  center	
  for	
  the	
  

Scandinavian	
  American	
  Community,	
  
worshiping	
  in	
  both	
  Norwegian	
  and	
  English	
  
and	
  providing	
  a	
  rich	
  cultural	
  experience	
  
through	
  language,	
  music,	
  arts	
  and	
  food.	
  	
  
Mindekirken	
  is	
  honored	
  to	
  have	
  His	
  Majesty	
  
King	
  Harald	
  V	
  as	
  its	
  patron.	
  	
  Norway	
  House	
  
and	
  Mindekirken	
  will	
  work	
  together	
  as	
  
neighbors	
  and	
  partners	
  to	
  provide	
  cultural,	
  
educational,	
  research,	
  commercial	
  and	
  global 	
  
activities.
	
  
You	
  can	
  help	
  build	
  the	
  Norway	
  House!	
  	
  
Donations	
  of	
  all	
  levels	
  are	
  needed,	
  and	
  you	
  
can	
  honor	
  your	
  family	
  members.	
  For	
  
additional	
  information	
  visit	
  
www.norwayhouse.net	
  and	
  see	
  our	
  affiliate	
  
organizations	
  or	
  call	
  Jon	
  Pederson,	
  Capital	
  
Campaign	
  Chair,	
  at	
  612-­‐325-­‐3669	
  or	
  Rebecca	
  
Jorgenson	
  Sundquist,	
  Director	
  of	
  
Development,	
  at	
  952-­‐221-­‐3400.

http://www.norwayhouse.net/
http://www.norwayhouse.net/
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Sigdalslag	
  Centennial	
  Scholarship	
  Program	
  
Approved	
  by	
  the	
  Sigdalslag	
  Executive	
  Board,	
  January	
  14,	
  2012.

Authority:	
  	
  This	
  program	
  was	
  authorized	
  on	
  July	
  17,	
  2011	
  via	
  Standing	
  Rule	
  7,	
  which	
  can	
  be	
  viewed	
  at	
  
www.sigdalslag.org	
  as	
  an	
  appendage	
  to	
  the	
  Sigdalslag	
  Bylaws,

Purpose:	
  	
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  program	
  is	
  to	
  financially	
  support	
  individuals	
  who	
  undertake	
  study	
  or	
  
work	
  that	
  furthers	
  the	
  mission	
  of	
  Sigdalslag	
  as	
  expressed	
  in	
  Article	
  II	
  of	
  the	
  Bylaws.	
  	
  In	
  part,	
  this	
  article	
  
states	
  that	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  Sigdalslag	
  is:

1. To	
  maintain	
  and	
  enhance	
  fellowship	
  among	
  the	
  American	
  descendants	
  of	
  the	
  emigrants	
  from	
  
the	
  Eggedal,	
  Krødsherad,	
  and	
  Sigdal	
  areas	
  of	
  Norway	
  and	
  to	
  facilitate	
  a	
  bond	
  between	
  the	
  
American	
  descendants	
  and	
  their	
  relatives	
  still	
  living	
  in	
  these	
  areas	
  in	
  Norway.

2. To	
  aid	
  in	
  the	
  preservation	
  of	
  Norwegian	
  and	
  Norwegian-­‐American	
  history,	
  culture	
  and	
  heritage	
  
for	
  coming	
  generations	
  by	
  collecting	
  and	
  preparing	
  historical	
  information	
  and	
  data	
  relative	
  to	
  
immigration	
  and	
  settlement	
  and	
  to	
  encourage	
  research	
  and	
  writing	
  of	
  family,	
  immigration	
  and	
  
settlement	
  histories.

3. To	
  develop	
  and	
  maintain	
  a	
  library	
  of	
  resources	
  for	
  genealogical	
  research	
  and	
  to	
  provide	
  personal	
  
assistance	
  for	
  this	
  endeavor.

4. To	
  maintain	
  communication	
  and	
  develop	
  working	
  relationships	
  between	
  the	
  members	
  of	
  
Sigdalslag	
  and	
  other	
  related	
  organizations	
  with	
  Norwegian	
  heritage.

Governance:	
  	
  The	
  elected	
  officers	
  of	
  Sigdalslag	
  are	
  responsible	
  for	
  governing	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  this	
  
program.	
  	
  However,	
  to	
  assist	
  in	
  this	
  responsibility,	
  the	
  elected	
  officers	
  of	
  Sigdalslag	
  shall	
  appoint	
  a	
  
manager	
  for	
  the	
  program,	
  with	
  status	
  and	
  term	
  of	
  service	
  equivalent	
  to	
  the	
  newsletter	
  editor,	
  
genealogist,	
  and	
  webmaster.	
  	
  The	
  manager	
  shall	
  solicit,	
  collect	
  and	
  collate	
  applications	
  for	
  financial	
  
support,	
  and	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  eligibility	
  criteria	
  are	
  met.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  selection	
  shall	
  be	
  made	
  by	
  the	
  
elected	
  officers.

The	
  Fund:	
  	
  The	
  monies	
  that	
  underwrite	
  this	
  program	
  shall	
  be	
  kept	
  as	
  a	
  separate	
  and	
  distinct	
  	
  line	
  in	
  
Sigdalslag's	
  financial	
  report.	
  	
  From	
  its	
  initial	
  value	
  of	
  $6,000,	
  Sigdalslag's	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  shall	
  make	
  
reasonable	
  efforts	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  fund	
  balance	
  by	
  at	
  least	
  10%	
  each	
  year,	
  principally	
  by	
  soliciting	
  
donations	
  directed	
  to	
  the	
  Fund.	
  	
  Any	
  interest	
  earned	
  from	
  the	
  fund	
  shall	
  be	
  credited	
  to	
  the	
  fund.

Eligibility	
  Criteria:	
  	
  To	
  be	
  eligible,	
  applicants	
  must	
  be	
  a	
  current	
  Sigdalslag	
  member	
  who	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  
member	
  for	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  previous	
  years,	
  or	
  the	
  son,	
  daughter,	
  grandson	
  or	
  granddaughter	
  of	
  such	
  a	
  
person.

Grant	
  Amounts:	
  The	
  annual	
  amount	
  dispersed	
  will	
  be	
  up	
  to,	
  but	
  not	
  exceeding	
  5%	
  of	
  the	
  principal,	
  
except	
  that	
  if	
  less	
  than	
  5%	
  is	
  awarded	
  one	
  year,	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  carried	
  over	
  to	
  the	
  next.	
  Based	
  on	
  the	
  initial	
  
size	
  of	
  the	
  principal,	
  grants	
  will	
  be	
  awarded	
  in	
  $100	
  -­‐$300	
  amounts,	
  with	
  a	
  combined	
  annual	
  total	
  of	
  
$300	
  per	
  year.	
  The	
  amount	
  dispersed	
  per	
  year	
  will	
  vary	
  depending	
  on	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  principal	
  on	
  December	
  
31	
  of	
  the	
  previous	
  year.	
  	
  

http://www.sigdlslag.org/
http://www.sigdlslag.org/
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Schedule:	
  	
  Applications	
  are	
  due	
  before	
  October	
  31	
  of	
  each	
  year,	
  and	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  review	
  process	
  
will	
  be	
  announced	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  January	
  31st.	
  	
  Two-­‐thirds	
  of	
  the	
  grant	
  amount	
  will	
  be	
  awarded	
  
immediately,	
  and	
  the	
  remaining	
  1/3	
  will	
  be	
  awarded	
  at	
  a	
  later	
  time	
  as	
  specified	
  by	
  the	
  elected	
  officers	
  of	
  
Sigdalslag.

Application	
  Formalities:	
  	
  Application	
  shall	
  be	
  by	
  letter	
  addressed	
  to	
  the	
  President	
  of	
  Sigdalslag,	
  at	
  the	
  
address	
  found	
  in	
  the	
  newsletter	
  Saga.	
  	
  This	
  letter	
  shall	
  state	
  the	
  planned	
  activity	
  that	
  merits	
  financial	
  
support,	
  explain	
  how	
  this	
  activity	
  supports	
  Sigdalslag's	
  mission,	
  and	
  give	
  the	
  starting	
  and	
  ending	
  dates.	
  	
  
Example	
  activities	
  that	
  qualify	
  are:	
  

 study	
  of	
  the	
  Norwegian	
  language,	
  either	
  at	
  a	
  language	
  camp	
  or	
  online;
 a	
  visit	
  to	
  Norway	
  that	
  includes	
  at	
  least	
  three	
  days	
  tour	
  of	
  Sigdal	
  and	
  Krødsherad	
  Kommunes;
 study	
  of	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  emigration	
  from	
  Sigdal,	
  Eggedal	
  or	
  Krødsherad;
 a	
  study	
  of	
  contemporary	
  life	
  in	
  	
  Sigdal	
  and	
  Krødsherad	
  Kommunes,	
  as	
  it	
  compares	
  to	
  

contemporary	
  life	
  of	
  descendants	
  in	
  the	
  US	
  and	
  Canada;
 lessons	
  in	
  the	
  music	
  that	
  is	
  characteristic	
  of	
  Sigdal,	
  Eggedal	
  and	
  	
  Krødsherad,	
  as	
  guided	
  by	
  the	
  

curator	
  of	
  the	
  Sigdal	
  Folkmusiksentrum;
Ideally,	
  the	
  letter	
  should	
  also	
  commit	
  to	
  sharing,	
  by	
  a	
  date	
  certain,	
  the	
  information	
  or	
  insight	
  gained,	
  via	
  
an	
  article	
  prepared	
  for	
  the	
  Saga	
  or	
  the	
  web	
  site,	
  by	
  a	
  presentation	
  at	
  a	
  stevne,	
  or	
  other	
  means.

We	
  were	
  blessed	
  with	
  beautiful	
  music	
  on	
  
the	
  tour,	
  never	
  knowing	
  when	
  it	
  would	
  
pop	
  up,	
  thanks	
  to	
  the	
  talents	
  of	
  Gilmore	
  
Lee	
  and	
  Dan	
  Emert.

An	
  occasional	
  surprise.

	
  Åke,	
  the	
  alpaca,	
  on	
  our	
  bus!

The	
  beautiful
Oslo	
  Opera	
  House	
  in	
  Oslo	
  Harbor

One	
  of	
  the	
  many,	
  finely	
  detailed	
  homes	
  on	
  
display	
  at	
  the	
  Norsk	
  Folkemuseum	
  in	
  Oslo

Some	
  final,	
  fond	
  memories	
  of	
  the	
  
tour
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